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Over the years chicken keeping has changed. Today people are raising chickens in very 
di�erent settings than the past. Traditionally, large family farms raised �ocks of chickens 
along with many other animals, and the birds had plenty to eat and forage along with some 
supplementation if needed. Fast forward to current times, where backyard chickens are 
being raised on considerably less land, in some cases suburban settings, and birds may or 
may not have access to free-range time. If they do have access to free-range areas, the level 
and quality of available food sources may not be adequate throughout all seasons. In many 
situations, birds are con�ned to their coop and secure pen area, and rely on you for all of 
their feed needs. This makes selecting an appropriate feed for your �ock very important. 

There are many options available for chicken feed, speci�cally layer feeds. There are 
di�erent protein levels and di�erent forms along with traditional feeds and organic 
options. A key nutrient that your laying hens need is protein. Quality protein is 
essential for growth and development, reproduction, and support of healthy 
skin and feathers. Amino acids are the building blocks of protein.

Chicken Keeping Continues to Change

Understanding Protein Levels
The protein level requirements of your chickens will vary 
throughout their lifetime depending on age, environment, 
and production goals. In addition, there are options for 
your general preference. Young, baby chicks require 
more protein, and as they grow and develop, 
protein requirements generally decrease. 
The typical protein levels of many layer 
feeds varies from 16 to 18 percent. 
Both levels are great for most laying 
hens and roosters. There are also
some times when a higher 
protein level is a good 
option.



Here are some times to consider feeding a higher 
protein level to your birds:
• Growth phases
• Periods of molt – feathers are made up of protein
• Colder months
• Concerns around egg quality and quantity
• When mixing in a small amount of corn or scratch grains
• Free-range birds – especially when lacking adequate food sources 
and/or supplementation

When to Increase 
Protein Levels

Layer Feed Options from Kent®

Kent® Home Fresh® Better Feather® is an 18% protein, 
high-energy, calcium-forti�ed grain diet formulated speci�cally 
to support feather growth and egg production in layers as they go through 
a molt. As a complete, balanced diet, no additional nutrient supplementation 
is required. This is a natural choice for chickens, both egg-producing hens 
and roosters. This is also a great option as a higher protein layer feed and 
for free-range layers. Click to learn more ›

Kent® Home Fresh® Extra Egg Layer® is a 16% protein, high-energy, 
calcium- forti�ed grain diet formulated speci�cally to support egg production 

in layers. As a complete, balanced diet, no additional nutrient supplementation
is required. This is a natural choice for egg-producing hens. 

Kent® Nutrition Group o�ers two great layer feed options. These feeds provide 
complete and precisely balanced nutrition and are formulated with Kent®’s proprietary 
NutriVantage® Nutrition Optimizer®. They are high-energy, low-�ber feeds and include 
essential amino acids, trace mineral amino acid complexes, prebiotics and enzymes. 
These layer feeds contain marigold extract, a natural enhancer for bright yellow yolks 
along with vitamin E and selenium. See these two great choices below:

https://www.familyfarmandhome.com/kent-home-fresh-poultry-feed-708305.html

